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the increasing number of employees working away from their
establishment, pose problems to management of occupational safety and
health risks at workplaces. New safety hazards and health risks will be
appearing along with the transfer and adoption of new technologies. In
addition, many of the well known conventional hazards will continue to be
present at the workplace till the risks arising from exposure to these
hazards are brought under adequate control. While advancements in
technology have minimized or eliminated some hazards at workplace,
new risks can emerge in their place which needs to be addressed.

Particular attention needs to be paid to the hazardous operations and of
employees in risk prone conditions such as migrant employees and
various vulnerable groups of employees arising out of greater mobility in
the workforce with more people working for a number of employers, either
consecutively or simultaneously.

The increasing use of chemicals, exposure to physical, chemical and
biological agents with hazard potential unknown to people; the
indiscriminate use of agro-chemicals including pesticides, agricultural
machineries and equipment; industries with major accident risks; effects
of computer controlled technologies and alarming influence of stress at
work in many modern jobs pose serious safety, health and environmental
risks.

The fundamental purpose of this National Policy on Safety, Health and
Environment at workplace, is not only to eliminate the incidence of work
related injuries, diseases, fatalities, disaster and loss of national assets
and ensuring achievement of a high level of occupational safety, health
and environment performance through proactive approaches but also to
enhance the well-being of the employee and society, at large. The
necessary changes in this area will be based on a co-ordinated national
effort focused on clear national goals and objectives.

Every Ministry or Department may work out their detailed policy relevant
to their working environment as per the guidelines on the National Policy.

GOALS:

The Government firmly believes that building and maintaining national
preventive safety and health culture is the need of the hour. With a view to
develop such a culture and to improve the safety, health and environment
at work place, it is essential to meet the following requirements:-

providing a statutory framework on Occupational Safety and Health in
respect of all sectors of industrial activities including the construction
sector, designing suitable control systems of compliance, enforcement
and incentives for better compliance.

providing administrative and technical support services.

providing a system of incentives to employers and employees to achieve
higher health and safety standards .

providing for a system of non-financial incentives forimprovement in safety
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